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Castro assumes command of POD
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The flag bearing the colors of the Army Corps of Engineers
changed hands quickly, with barely a sound, and with it the
mantle of responsibility for Pacific Ocean Division. At

approximately 10:15 a.m., Tuesday, August 31, 1999 Col. (P)
Randal R. Castro became the 22nd  Commander of POD, taking over
from Acting-Commander Col. Donald R. Pawlowski and succeed-
ing Brig. Gen. Carl A. Strock in ceremonies at the U.S. Army
Reserve Center at Fort Shafter Flats.

A group of about 250 invited guests and employees of both POD
and HED viewed the ceremony which took place indoors. Maj. Gen.

Russell L. Fuhrman, Deputy Chief of Engineers and Deputy Com-
manding General, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, officiated.Soldiers
of the 249th, Prime Power, provided the color guard.

In remarks immediately upon assuming command, Castro said
that he was excited to become part of the POD team and outlined
some of his goals for POD. He said that his priorities lie with
aggressively making the Corps vision a reality; with establishing a
“team of teams” regionally, organizationally and “with our fami-
lies;” with “optimizing” the organization; with providing that they

(Left) POD Commander Col. (P) Randal R. Castro addresses the audience as the Deputy USACE Commander Maj. Gen. Russell L. Fuhrman looks on.
(Middle) Color guard punctuates the ceremony with the arrival of the colors. (Right) District Commanders stand at attention as the colors are presented.

Groundbreaking ceremonies were conducted Aug. 20 for the
construction of new facilities for Chinook helicopters at

Wheeler Army Airfield in Wahiawa, Hawaii. The $5.6 million
project will result in one new hangar, renovation of existing hangar
1012, and the construction of a concrete taxiway and aprons for
eight CH-47D Chinook helicopters for B Company, 214th Aviation
Regiment (B/214th).

B/214th is part of the 524th Corps Support Battalion, 45th

Support Group (Forward). Engineering and administration of the

Construction begins on new hangar at Wheeler
project is by HED and construction will be performed by Nordic
Construction. The project is expected to be completed in Fall, 2000.

Craig Stevaux, the USARPAC Base Realignment and Closure
Coordinator, said that when B/214th relocated at Schofield Barracks
after 24 years of tenancy at Naval Air Station, Barbers Point,
following notice of that base’s closure, they discovered that the
aprons and taxiways at Wheeler Army Airfield could not support
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A pessimist is one who builds dungeons in the air.
—Walter Winchell, famous American broadcaster, 1897-1972Pessimism:

Assumption of command...

Cash advances in the form of treasury checks —both paper and
electronically transferred (EFT)— for travelers on official

business will quietly disappear from the Pacific Ocean Division’s
way of doing business with the new fiscal year Oct. 1. Robert W.K.
Lau, Jr., chief of the HED Finance and Accounting Office, said that
the Bank of America (NationsBank) VISA government travel
charge card will be the primary means by which travelers from
Hawaii, Japan and Korea will finance official travel to continental
U.S. and overseas destinations.

Sandi Ishida, RM, HED’s NationsBank agency program coor-
dinator, said that this is one step in a government-wide move toward
reducing paper and conducting business electronically.

“Charging travel-related expenses is very convenient and
reduces the government’s cost of travel by reducing paperwork,”
said Ishida. “An added advantage is that non-cash payments using

the credit card result in rebates to POD/HED at the end of the year,”
she said. So further savings are realized.

EFT advances will continue to be available for emergency
situations or for new employees not in possession of a credit card,
said Lau. Travel advances are typically used for meals and inciden-
tal expenses and vary with the destination and length of stay. They
are strictly controlled. Credit card holders can obtain cash
advances by using ATMs (Automated Teller Machines) that
display Bank of America or VISA logos, or by going directly to
a teller at any bank.

 “And,” said Lau. “Even though cash advances are limited to
$500 per billing period, travelers can increase them to $1000, or if
needed, to $4000 per month.  Keep in mind that cash advance
amounts are limited to the number of days on temporary duty times
the local meal and incidentals rate plus $60.”  —Alexander Kufel

Policy moves Corps closer to paperless offices

are contributing to the organization and has decisively “chosen” to
be a part of POD.

Castro’s most recent assignment was as Executive to the
FORSCOM Commander at Fort McPherson, Georgia. He is a 1975
graduate of the United States Military Academy and has a Masters
Degree in Civil Engineering from Stanford University.

His previous assignments include the 4th Infantry Division
(Mechanized) at Fort Carson, Colo. where he was Brigade Engi-
neer, Assistant Division Engineer, S-3 of the 4th Engineer Battalion,

G-3 Planner, and the Deputy Chief of Staff for the 4th Infantry
Division (Mechanized). He was Commander of the 16th Engineer
Battalion, 3rd Infantry Division (Mechanized) in Bamberg, Ger-
many, served as an instructor in the Joint Military Operations
department at the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island. He
later commanded the Engineer Brigade, 4th Infantry Division
(Mechanized) and served as the Deputy Chief of Staff, III Corps. He
is married and he and his wife, Judy, have two children: daughter
Kim, 15, and son Jason, 17.

Castro replaces Brigadier General Carl A. Strock who left July
13 for his new position as Commander of the Northwestern Division
with headquarters in Portland, Oregon.

the loads generated by their Chinook helicopters. Similarly,
hangar 1012 was too small to house two fully-assembled
aircraft, the minimum required.

The project required a complex amalgamation of
interservice cooperation in which funding was obtained from
Dept. of Navy for the Army facilities. Under Dept. of Defense
policy, the Dept. of Navy, as the host military agency affected
by the base closure, became responsible for providing funding
for both the relocation of B/214th aircraft and remediation of
deficiencies in the new location. One of the elements that had
to be reconciled was that construction standards for taxiways
and parking aprons have changed significantly since the air
station at Barbers Point was built and concrete surfaces have
largely replaced asphalt. The World War II-era runways at
Wheeler crumbled under the 25-ton load generated by the CH-
47D Chinook. Pilots were required to hover-taxi their aircraft.

HED project manager Edwina Williams, PP-A, said that
HED is delighted to work with USARPAC and B/214th on
this project and it has been a pleasure to help them obtain new
facilities that provide cost-effective solutions to existing
problems and will permit two aircraft to be accommodated.
—Alexander Kufel

Construction begins... Continued from page 1

With a collective ‘heave-ho,’ officials involved in planning, designing and
building the new hangar facilities for Company B of the 214th Aviation
Regiment, symbolically turn the earth so construction may begin. Second from
right is HED Commander Lt. Col. Wally Z. Walters.

Photo by Alexander Kufel


